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| hope everyone had a great holi-
day season and wish you all a wonder-
ful 2008. Mike, Alison and | are look-
ing forward to the New Year and to the
next phase of the planning process,
the Regional Input Meetings. We are
beginning preparations for them, such
as choosing locations and dates for the
meetings and preparing reports. | will
let you know as information becomes
available.

As happens at the beginning of a
new year | thought there should be a
few changes in how we communicate
with everyone. | realized as | got ready
to send out this update that not only
do we have about 840 people on our
email list, but we also have over 160
people we have postal addresses but
not email address. In order to ensure
everyone stays informed about what is
happening, | decided to change the for-
mat of the updates so they can be eas-
ily mailed in both electronic and tradi-
tional formats. Hopefully, this will keep
everyone involved and up-to-date.

If you receive this update through
the mail and prefer to receive it elec-
tronically, or if you receive it both
through email and regular mail please
just let me know which you prefer and
| will make whatever change needs to
be made. As always if you have any
guestions or comments please don't
hesitate to contact me.

Comments

We have received over 2,400 com-
ments and are beginning to organize
them to prepare the regional reports.

Once this has been completed we
will issue final Local Input Meeting Re-
ports to replace the draft Local Input
Meeting reports currently available. In
addition, one report will be compiled
that includes all the comments we re-
ceived in other ways (online, phone,
mail, etc). We are scheduled to com-
plete these by the end of February.

If you would like to see what com-
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ments have been made you can search
our comment database on our website.
There are several different ways to
search the comments. You can search
by category, region, county, meeting
location or you can enter your own
search term.

Please feel free to contact us if you
have any questions about the com-
ments or would like a printed copy of
a report.

Regional Input Meetings

We are beginning preparations for
the next step in the planning process,
the eleven Regional Input Meetings.
Dates and locations of the regional
meetings should be announced by the
end of March or the first of April. There
is a map attached that shows the re-
gions so you can identify which region
your county is in.

While these meetings will be open
to the public, they will be conducted in
a different format than the Local Input
Meetings. Each meeting will be split
into two sessions, an afternoon session
and an evening session. The afternoon
session will consist of about 30 people,
who will work to categorize and priori-
tize the comments from their region.
While this meeting is open to the pub-
lic, we will ask that observers hold their
comments until the second session.

The evening sessions are open to
anyone and provide an opportunity for
feedback on the decisions made at the
earlier meeting. We will present the re-
sults along with the reasoning for the
decisions made in the afternoon meet-
ing then ask for feedback.

Prior to the regional meetings, we
will mail out and post on the website
briefing reports for each regional meet-
ing. These reports serve as the back-
ground information that the deliberants
will consider prior to each meeting. Af-
ter each of the regional meetings we
will send out post-meeting summary
reports.
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If someone is not able to attend a
regional meeting and has an observa-
tion about what was determined at the
meeting they are welcome to comment.
We want to hear from people through-
out the planning process.

Nominations

As mentioned above, the afternoon
session of the regional meetings will
consist of a panel of 30 people cho-
sen through a nomination process.
We have been seeking nominations
throughout the year and have received
approximately 380, but more are need-
ed to ensure that all water interests are
fairly represented. We will continue to
accept nominations until February
29, 2008.

The nominations help ensure that
all water interests are identified and
represented, and the people that live
in each region have a voice in who will
represent them and their interest. We
have designed this process to include
as much participation and input by the
public as possible. In fact it is our goal
that everyone who wants to participate
has that opportunity.

When you nominate yourself or
someone else we would like to know
about your/their knowledge of the re-
gion’s water issues. We also ask that
you/they be willing to listen and reflect
on others’ interests, and are committed
to developing recommendations that
meet the needs of all Oklahomans, and
participating throughout the balance of
the planning process.

We will be reviewing all nomina-
tions and we may contact the nomi-
nees and a reference for more infor-
mation. We are working to convene a
panel to make the final selections of
the nominees. Once we have solidified
the panel, we will list it on our website
and send it to all on our mailing list. We
will also post on the website a list of the
nominees and the water interest they
represent.



Website

There have been a few changes to
the website in the past month.

The front page has been updated
and includes more information about
the next phase of the planning pro-
cess.

A page has been added with a map
showing the regions for the regional
meetings, though not the specific meet-
ing location; along with some informa-
tion about how/why the regions were
chosen.

At many of the Local Input Meet-
ings we received questions that could
not be answered right then. We noted
those questions and are working with
the OWRB to answer them. A page has
been set up on our website called “Ask
the Experts” and we have begun post-
ing the answers.

If you have questions, please feel
free to either email it to us or call, and
we will work to get you an answer.

Workshop Announcement

The Tulsa City County Library will
host a workshop titled Researching

Oklahoma Water Resources and Leg-
islation on Jan. 24, 2008. The work-
shop was originally scheduled for Dec.
13, 2007, but due to the ice storm in
Tulsa, it had to be rescheduled.

The workshop begins at 9 a.m. with
me, Jeri Fleming, and Louisa Voden,
of the Cartwright Law Library. | will
discuss water-planning in the state of
Oklahoma, and some of the issues
Oklahomans feel are important to water
planning. | will show you how to search
the public comment database for the
comprehensive water plan.

Ms. Voden will teach participants
how to track legislation, search Okla-
homa’s statutes for current laws con-
cerning water and find attorney general
opinions.

In the afternoon, from 2 — 4, you can
join Steve Beleu and Clif Broadworth of
the Oklahoma Department of Libraries
for a hands-on workshop on how to use
online water data resources.

For more information or to register
call 918-596-7946 or emalil rsittel@tul-
salibrary.org.

If your organization would like me
to come discuss the water planning

process please contact me at jeri.flem-
ing@okstate.edu or the number listed
below.

If you have any questions or would
like a copy of any of the reports please
contact us.

We have enjoyed traveling across
the State and meeting everyone. We
thank you for your participation and
assistance. We look forward to seeing
many of you again in the future.
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The regional meetings will begin in the
summer of 2008. The order of the meetings
will not necessarily be in the same order as
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